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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Figure 4 element 460 and 462. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference 
character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
conrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Reference numbers 430-432 in page 9 line 24 are not indicated in the drawing 
section. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In line 7 of the claim, it should have been step (d) instead of step (c) as presently 
recited. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 5, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 recite the limitation "the filter path". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 recite the limitation "parameters (query items)". This limitation 
renders the claim indefinite since 1) the reason for the use of parentheses is unclear 
(whether it is to indicate that parameter is equivalent to query item or to indicate 
otherwise), and 2) "parameter" and "query item" could mean/point to entirely different 
parts within the claimed invention. In order to resolve this issue, the examiner 
respectfully suggests the applicant to either 1) indicate that parameter is equivalent to 
query item, or 2) choose and recite only one of the above two limitations, namely among 
"parameters" and "query items". 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

Claim 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Publication Number 2004/0034615 issued to Neil Thomson et al (hereinafter 
"Thomson"). 

As per claim 1, Thomson discloses, 

In a decision support system, an interface for generating drill-through paths 
comprising: 

(a) means for accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(b) means for translating the request into a drill-through path selected from a 
plurality of possible drill-through paths between a source and a target (paragraphs 13, 

62); 

(c) optional means for applying one or more parameters to the selected drill- 
though path to produce a valid drill-through path and to transfer the requested data over 
the valid drill-through path to an application (paragraph 55, 62); and 
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(d) display means for displaying the requested data to the user (Figure 9, 
paragraphs 65). 

As per claim 2, Thomson discloses, 

A computer-based method for obtaining data from one or more compatible data 
sources for use within applications implementing a decision support system, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

in a business modeling tool before using a business intelligence application, 

(a) modeling a mapping of data between a source and a target to produce one or 
more possible drill-tough paths between the source and the target, each drill-through 
path having one or more parameter mappings (paragraph 14, 55, 62); 

in a business intelligence application, using a report authoring tool, 

(b) accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(c) translating the request into a drill-though path selected from the possible drill- 
through paths between the source and the target (paragraphs 13, 62); 

(d) applying one or more parameters to the selected drill-through path to produce 
a valid parameter mapping and transferring the requested data over the valid parameter 
mapping to an application (paragraph 55, 62); and 

(e) displaying the requested data to a user (Figure 9. paragraphs 65). 
As per claim 3, Thomson discloses, 

A computer-based method for obtaining data from one or more compatible data 
sources for use within applications implementing a decision support system wherein 
there is an a business Intelligence application, using a report authoring tool, which 
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accepts a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3), translates the request 
into a drill-through path selected from the possible drill-through paths between the 
source and the target (paragraphs 13, 62), applies one or more parameters to the 
selected drill-through path to produce a valid parameter mapping and transfers the 
requested data over the valid parameter mapping to an application (paragraph 55, 62), 
and displays the requested data to a user (Figure 9, paragraphs 65), the method 
comprising: 

(a) modeling a mapping of data between a source and a target to produce one or 
more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target, each drill-through 
path having one or more parameter mappings (paragraph 14, 55, 62). 

As per claim 4, Thomson discloses, 

A computer-based method for obtaining data from one or more compatible data 
sources for use within applications implementing a decision support system wherein 
there is a tool to model the mapping of data between a source and a target to produce 
one or more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target, each drill- 
through path having one or more parameter mappings (paragraph 14, 55, 62), the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(b) translating the request into a drill-through path selected from the possible drill- 
through paths between the source and the target (paragraphs 13, 62); 
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(c) applying one or more parameters to tlie selected drill-tough path to produce a 
valid parameter mapping and transferring the requested data over the valid parameter 
mapping to an application (paragraph 55, 62); and 

(d) displaying the requested data to a user (Figure 9, paragraphs 65). 
As per claim 5, Thomson discloses, 

the translating step includes the steps of: 

(a) creating a list of parameters (query items) from source and target reports 
(Figure 1 , paragraphs 21 , 45, 55 - 56); 

(b) for each source parameter, determining a parameter mapping that maps the 
parameter to the target and collecting them as a single drill-through path (Figure 1 , 
paragraphs 21, 51 - 52); 

(c) if more tan one parameter mapping points to the same target parameter then 
duplicating the parameter mapping one for each duplicate target path, thereby avoiding 
conflicts in forming the filter path; and 

(d) continuing to duplicate the parameter mappings until all the parameter 
mappings for each drill-through path point to unique target parameters (paragraphs 139 
~. 161)'. 

As per claim 6, Thomson discloses, 

the source and the target are each of types which are selected from a group 
consisting of report and model (paragraphs 13, 17, 45, 51 - 52). 
As per claim 7, Thomson discloses. 
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the source is of a type selected from a group consisting of report and model and 
the target is a cube derived from a dimension map using a transformation tool (Figure 5, 
paragraphs 13 - 17, 51 - 52). 

As per claim 8, Thomson discloses, 

the drill-through path is defined by Unifomi Resource Locator (URL) (paragraphs 
93, 118). 

As per claim 9, Thomson discloses, 

the drill-through pat is defied by an HTML FORM (paragraphs 51, 90). 
As per claim 10, Thomson discloses, 

A computer-based system for obtaining data from one or more compatible data 
sources for use wit applications implementing a decision support system, the system 
comprising: 

(a) means for modeling a mapping of data between a source and a target to 
produce one or more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target, 
each drill-though path having one or more parameter mappings (paragraph 14, 55, 62); 

(b) means for accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(c) means for translating the request into a drill-through path selected from the 
possible drill-through paths between the source and the target (paragraphs 13, 62); 

(d) means for applying one or more parameters to the selected drill-through path 
to produce a valid parameter mapping and to transfer the requested data over the valid 
parameter mapping to the application (paragraph 55, 62); and 
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(e) display means for displaying the requested data to a user (Figure 9. 
paragraphs 65). 

As per claim 11, Thomson discloses, 

the means for translating further comprises: 

(a) means for creating a list of parameters (query items) from source and target 
reports (Figure 1, paragraphs 21, 45, 55 - 56); 

(b) means for determining, for each source parameter, a parameter mapping that 
maps the parameter to the target; 

(c) means for collecting the parameter mappings as a single drill-through path 
(Figure 1, paragraphs 21, 51 - 52); and 

(c) means for duplicating the parameter mappings one for each duplicate target 
path to avoid conflicts in forming the filter path (paragraphs 139 ~, 161). 
As per claim 12, Thomson discloses, 

the source and the target are each of types which are selected from a group 
consisting of report and model (paragraphs 13, 17, 45, 51 - 52). 
As per claim 13, Thomson discloses, 

the source is of a type selected from a group consisting of report and model and 
the target is a cube derived from a dimension map using a transformation tool (Figure 5, 
paragraphs 13 - 17, 51 - 52). 

As per claim 14, Thomson discloses, 

the drill-through path is defined by Uniform Resource Locator (URL) (paragraphs 
93, 118). 
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As per claim 15, Thomson discloses, 

the drill-through pat is defied by an HTML FORM (paragraphs 51 , 53, 63 - 64, 
90, 93). 

As per claim 16, Thomson discloses, 

An apparatus for obtaining data from one or more compatible data sources for 
use within applications implementing a decision support system, the apparatus 
comprising: 

(a) means for modeling a mapping of data between a source and a target to 
produce one or more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target, 
each drill-through path having one or more parameter mappings (paragraph 14, 55, 62); 

(b) means for accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(c) means for translating the request into a drill-through path selected from the 
one or more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target (paragraphs 
13. 62); 

(d) means for applying one or more parameters to the selected drill-through path 
to produce a valid parameter mapping and to transfer the requested data over the valid 
parameter mapping to the application (paragraph 55, 62); and 

(e) display means for displaying the requested data to the user (Figure 9, 
paragraphs 65). 

As per claim 17, Thomson discloses, 
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Computer executable software code stored on a computer readable medium, the 
code for obtaining data from one or more compatible data sources for use wit 
applications Implementing a decision support system, the code comprising, 

(a) code for modeling a mapping of data between a source and a target to 
produce one or more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target, 
each drill-through path having one or more parameters (paragraph 14, 55, 62); 

(b) code for accepting a request from a user for data (paragraphs 6, 56 line 3); 

(c) code for translating the request into a drill-through selected from the one or 
more possible drill-through paths between the source and the target (paragraphs 13, 
62); 

(d) code for applying one or more parameters to the selected drill-through path to 
produce a valid parameter mapping and m transfer the requested data over the valid 
parameter mapping to the application (paragraph 55, 62); and 

(e) code for displaying the requested data to the user (Figure 9, paragraphs 65). 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sangwoo Ahn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5626. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sangwoo Ahn 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 
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